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Mission Statement for Opera Theater
The Opera Theater program at the University of Arizona’s mission is to raise the 

quality and awareness of opera in the local Tucson and surrounding borderline area 
and throughout the state of Arizona. The Opera Theater program promotes opera as 
a living and essential art form; opera provokes, thrills, and transforms human lives 

through its unique combination of music and storytelling. The Opera Theatre program 
is committed to diverse programming including productions of new and contemporary 

works, works in English and in Spanish, standard repertory, and the essential 
re-imagination of operatic works for the stage. The Opera Theater program encourages 
the development of young opera artists as well as cultivating opera enthusiasts of 
the future. The Opera Theater program builds community to ensure the success of 

our students as they become opera practitioners, teachers, and leaders of the future.

For information about UA Opera Theater, cynthiastokes@arizona.edu.
For information about the School of Music, davidboulton@arizona.edu

CARMENCARMEN
La Tragédie de 

Adapted by Peter Brook, Marius Constant and Jean-Claude Carrière

Music by Georges Bizet

Friday, April 14, 2023, 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, April 16, 2023, 3:00 p.m.

Crowder Hall

Adapted after Bizet, Meilha, Halévy and Merimée
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MUSIC BY GEORGES BIZET, ADAPTED BY PETER BROOK

La tragédie de Carmen
Sung in French with English supertitles

Arizona Symphony Orchestra
Thomas Cockrell, music director and conductor
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Synopsis 

Micaëla, a young country girl, arrives in Seville looking for her childhood 
sweetheart, Don José. She brings him a letter from his mother. A gitano, Carmen, 

throws a flower to the young corporal and sings an erotic love song.

The two girls fight and José’s superior, Zuniga, appears. Unable to control 
Carmen, he orders José to take her to jail. En route, Carmen promises José that 

if he lets her escape, she will meet him at the inn of her friend Lillias Pastia. José 
lets Carmen go, whereupon Zuniga locks him up and takes away the corporal’s 

rank. Carmen arrives at the inn with stolen goods.

Zuniga comes to see Carmen and offers money for her favors. Carmen accepts, 
but shortly thereafter José enters. Carmen abandons Zuniga and sings for José. 

At this moment the bugles blow, summoning José back to the barracks. 
Carmen is furious and taunts him; the situation becomes tense. 

José discovers Zuniga, loses control and kills the officer.

The body is quickly hidden as Escamillo, a famous bullfighter, enters. Buying 
drinks all around, he announces that he, too, wants Carmen. José, jealous, 

picks a fight with Escamillo. Carmen separates them and 
Escamillo withdraws, inviting all to his next bullfight.

José, who has now killed for Carmen, sings of his love for her. They go to the 
mountains where an old gypsy woman unites them. While they are sleeping, 

Garcia appears at the camp. He is Carmen’s husband, though she has 
hidden his existence from José. The two men challenge each other 

and as they go off to fight, Carmen reads her tragic fate in the 
cards. The song ends, Garcia returns wounded 

and falls dead at Carmen’s feet.

Micaëla appears again searching for José; the two women seem to understand 
each other. They sing while José, twice a murderer and abandoned 

by Carmen, flees. Carmen becomes Escamillo’s mistress. 
José returns to persuade her to leave with him to start a new life. 

She refuses, knowing she is putting her life in jeopardy.

Escamillo is killed in the bullring. Carmen still refuses José’s offer, but she goes 
with him as far as the place where the cards have foretold that she will die.

Credit San Diego Opera
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Set Design .......................................................................................................... Sally Day
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Opera Graduate Assistant .................................................................Lindsey McHugh
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