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Program Notes 
 
 
 
 

Quintet No. 2 in d minor 
 
Giuseppe Cambini (c. 1746- c. 1815) was an Italian composer, and prolific writer of 
instrumental music in the late eighteenth century. His Wind Quintet in D minor is a 
standard work of the early wind quintet repertoire, as well as one of the three quintets in 
Cambini’s Trois quintette concertans, which translates to Three Wind Quintets. 
 
Cambini’s Wind Quintet in D Minor follows a standard three movement form, common 
in the Classical style, in which the outer movements are fast and lively while the inner 
movement is slow and lyrical. Each movement begins with a solo melody in the clarinet. 
This melody is passed on to other voices and developed throughout the movement.  
 
Wind Set for Woodwind Quintet (1999 
 
George Theophilus Walker is one of America’s most prominent and well accomplished 
20th century composers. During his lifetime, he wrote nearly 100 compositions of a wide 
variety including piano sonatas, choral chamber works, and large-scale symphonies. He is 
best known as being the first African-American to win a Pulitzer Prize for Music in 1996 
with his work Lilacs for voice and orchestra premiered by the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra.  
 
Walker’s chamber work Wind Set was written in 1999 for traditional woodwind quintet. 
Its two movements both showcase juxtaposing music styles that are distinguished by 
sounds textures and unique rhythmic meters. The composer writes about Wind Set: 
 
“So the search process is really trying to find those initial notes that will convey the sense 
of freshness…Beyond that I think that I was able, from my point of view, to maximize the 
coloristic possibilities of the winds.” 
 
Quintet for Winds No. 1 
 
David Maslanka’s name has become extremely well known due to his writing for winds. 
He has written over 150 pieces, 50 at least for wind ensemble, and a multitude of 
chamber works including four wind quintets. 
 
His first wind quintet for flute, clarinet, oboe, bassoon, and horn was written in 1984 for 
the Manhattan Wind Quintet and they premiered it at Symphony Space in New York 
City. 
 

 
 
 

 


